2020 GERMANY TOUR ITINERARY
Wednesday, August 12 - OVERNIGHT FLIGHT
Depart from a major USA City for overnight flight to Frankfurt. ILD will assist you with group
tickets or tickets with our oﬃcial Airline - Condor. However, tickets at this time are under
$1000 round-trip for many non-stop flights and do need to be booked ASAP. You can look at
Lufthansa, KLM, Air France - and you may be able to use their partner points for travel (such as
Star Alliance - United Airlines with Lufthansa.)
Thursday, August 13 - FRANKFURT / MAINZ
Arrival at Frankfurt airport. We will have 2 diﬀerent transportation pickup times that will be available for the majority of arrivals and ILD will
give you exact instructions on where to meet the bus. All arrivals
should be in by 3:00pm. We travel to Mainz which is only about 45
minutes away from Frankfurt. Our (Five Star) Hotel is the historic Hyatt
Regency Mainz located near the Mainz Old Town and ALL of our rooms
have river views. We will be at this great Hotel for two nights. Tonight,
you have time to relax and enjoy a lovely Welcome Dinner. (D)

Friday, August 14 - RHINE RIVER CRUISE
After your breakfast, we will walk from the hotel to the train station (10
minute walk) and board the train to Boppard. We will enjoy an hour ride
to the charming village of Boppard and have some time to look around
the town before we board the boat for our Rhine River Cruise. You’ll
have a relaxing day appreciating the scenic beauty from the Rhine
River, passing by romantic castles and vineyards. As the boat pulls up
to the dock (close to our Hotel), you’ll have many options for dinner
nearby. There is wonderful Italian food throughout Germany, and
Mainz has Steakhouses, Thai, Indian, Sushi, Mediterranean and Wine
Bars. We even know a terrific Middle Eastern restaurant. (B)

Saturday, August 15 - MAINZ / HEIDELBERG / BADEN-BADEN
We will have a morning walking tour of Mainz, with an audio self-tour of
the Gutenberg Museum. We’ll then travel to Heidelberg - a stunning
University town (the oldest University in the Country dating from the
14th Century), where we will have a group lunch and a guided visit to
the Heidelberg Palace. The picturesque remnants of Heidelberg Palace
on the Neckar River epitomizes Romantic ruins. We will tour inside the
palace ruins, seeing the world’s largest wine barrel and a small but
interesting German Apothecary Museum, exhibiting 2000 years of
medical science and pharmacy. From Heidelberg, we will travel to
Baden-Baden, where we check in to the beautiful (Five Star) Dorint
Maison Messmer Hotel, and have a Group Dinner. (B, L, D)

Sunday, August 16 - BADEN-BADEN
Baden-Baden is a jewel-box of a town and what a pleasure it is to see
the sights here. We’ll take a guided walking tour though lovely city
gardens, parks, and the largest Opera House in Germany. “The most
beautiful casino in the world" is how Marlene Dietrich described
Germany's oldest casino in Baden-Baden. Nestled at the foot of the
Black Forest in South Germany, this has always been a chic destination
for those who fancy a dip in its famous salt and radon rich thermal hot
springs. From Michelin restaurants to more casual outdoor terrace
dining, there is a touch of old world glamour everywhere you look. (B)

Monday, August 17 - STUTTGART
After breakfast, we’ll have a bit more sightseeing and shopping time in
Baden-Baden. Then, on to Stuttgart, a city that has existed since the
10th Century, so there are plenty of historic buildings to be found.
Stuttgart has an acclaimed Ballet, Opera, Philharmonic, museums and
more green space than urban sprawl in this friendly city. It is the capital
of southwest Germany’s Baden-Württemberg state and is known as a
manufacturing hub. Near our (Five Star) Hotel - Allthoﬀ Hotel Am
Schlossgarten, we will take a stroll around the City Center looking at a
hall of food delicacies, as there are food specialties in this region not
found in other German cities - including Swabian cuisine. (B, D)
Tuesday, August 18 - ULM / BAD WÖRISHOFEN
This morning, we will experience the world of the automobile at the
spectacular Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart where 160 vehicles
and exhibits await you with 16,500 square meters and nine levels.
There is a deli, bistro and restaurant on site to enjoy before the one
hour journey to see Ulm. Founded in medieval times (and the birthplace
of Albert Einstein), our tour will show you the highlights of Ulm: Ulm
Minster, (which has the highest steeple in the world and a 17th-Century
organ played by Mozart), the Town Hall, Ulm's new centre with the
Fishermen's and Tanners' Quarter. Then, we’ll travel on to Bad
Wörishofen, our home base for the next 3 nights. (B)
Wednesday, August 19 - FÜSSEN / BAD WÖRISHOFEN
Surrounded by picturesque mountain views and situated next to the
spa gardens in Bad Wörishofen is Steigenberger Hotel Der Sonnenhof a luxurious wellness hotel and the ideal starting point for our excursion
to the Town of Füssen and Neuschwanstein Castle. The fairytale look of
the Neuschwanstein castle inspired Walt Disney to create the Magic
Kingdom. “Mad King Ludwig’s” Castle is the most visited in Germany
and one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world (B, D)

Thursday, August 20 - BAD WÖRISHOFEN
Bad Wörishofen is a spa known for the water-cure developed by
Sebastian Kneipp, a Catholic priest, whose application of water
through various temperatures and pressures have therapeutic eﬀects.
Our Hotel has wellness treatments, as well as a fully staﬀed medical
spa. There is also “Therme”, a wellness spa in the area, for your
optional treatments. For those of you who can pull yourselves out of
the water (or sauna or steam bath), we will have a tour going to the
Ettal Abby, a vast Benedictine monastery complex with a Baroque
church and a liqueur distillery. (B)
Friday, August 21 - OBERAMMERGAU / MUNICH
After a sumptous breakfast (perhaps preceded by a very early morning
swim!), we’ll head to Obermmergau to walk around for a bit before
attending The Passion Play. The village has a long tradition of wood
carving, and the streets are lined with quaint shops oﬀering cuckoo
clocks, Christian carvings, and other unique gifts. Many houses are
decorated with wall paintings called Luftlmalerei. The performance runs
from 1:30pm to 4:00pm - then a dinner break - with the play resuming
from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. We will travel to our Hotel in Munch - The
Hilton City Center - for a late-night snack. (B, D)
Saturday, August 22 - MUNICH
We wake up in Bavaria’s capital (not too early!) for a walking tour
exploring architectural wonders like the Old Town Hall, St Peter’s
Church and the Munich Residenz. From our local guide, you’ll learn
about Munich’s history, cultural heritage and beer-brewing legacy, while
walking between the central squares of Marienplatz and Odeonsplatz.
When it comes to beer-drinking (amazing beer!), there are more than
180 beer gardens of varying sizes around Munich, seating 180,000
imbibers. Our group will visit a couple, including Hofbräuhaus (“the
most famous beer hall in the world”), and have a Group Dinner. (B, D)
Sunday, August 23 - NUREMBERG
Next stop - Nuremberg - (Nürnberg ) the second-largest city of the
federal state of Bavaria after its capital Munich. We will be staying at
the (Five Star) Sheraton Carlton Hotel Nürnberg, which has an ideal
central location. Our expert guide will show us the historic Old Town
with the imposing Kaiserburg and its romantic alleys. You’ll discover
how, at the end of WWII, the city became famous for the Nuremberg
trials of Nazi oﬃcials. This is a city with fascinating historical sights,
landmarks and churches. (B, D)

Monday, August 24 - WÜRZBURG / FRANKFURT
We will then travel to Würzburg - the center of the Franconian wine
country, with its distinctive bocksbeutel (bottles with flattened round
shapes). Our walking tour will pass by buildings, houses, monumental
churches (known for lavish baroque and rococo architecture) and the
Old Main Bridge with breathtaking views of Marienberg Fortress. We’ll
have wine-tasting and lunch before heading to Frankfurt where we will
take a short walk around to learn something about how a sleepy
medieval trade center became a cutting-edge financial capital and
home to its famous namesake sausage—the Frankfurter.
We check in to the Steigenberger Airport Hotel Frankfurt, where we will
have our farewell dinner in the Hotel’s special Restaurant Unterschweinstiege, an old forester's
lodge with historic ambiance. (B, L, D)
Tuesday, August 25 - DEPART FRANKFURT
The Steigenberger Airport Hotel Frankfurt shuttle will take you to the airport for your flight
home. (B)
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